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bered event is less noticeably projected upon the concrete background 
of the specious present in which the act of memory takes place. 
Familiarity is an experience of the present with a fringe of the past; 
memory is an experience of the past with a fringe of the present. 

To meet a possible difficulty, the author considers the question : ' What 
subjective background has a single sensation which arises when one is 
aroused from a state of unconsciousness ? ' The background for such a 
sensation, after its origin, would be composed of the image-traces of the 
sensation itself. Before such a background has developed, the back- 
ground must be composed of the physiological concomitants of the sen- 
sation. The symbol for the specious present, taken physiologically, may 
thus represent a condition just antecedent to perception. In this way 
we can understand how it is that the time-form of a psychosis arises 
simultaneously with its content. A. L. T. Gould. 

Yale University. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 



We reprint the following note from Nature : " The first German con- 
gress for experimental psychology was held in Giessen on April 18-21. 
About 130 persons accepted the invitation to attend the congress, includ- 
ing most of the prominent psychologists of Germany, besides physiol- 
ogists, philosophers, alienists and teachers attached to various institutions, 
and about one hundred attended the sittings. Nearly fifty papers were 
read and discussed, and in order to get through this large programme 
the sittings were continued far into the evenings. There was an ex- 
cellent exhibition of apparatus arranged by Doctor Sommer, the dis- 
tinguished professor of psychiatry, who has done so much to apply the 
methods of experimental psychology to the investigation of mental dis- 
eases. Professor G. E. Miller, of Gottingen, so well known for his 
accurate investigations of the memory, presided over the sittings, and one 
of the most interesting features of the congress was his demonstration 
and exposition of a case of exceptionally good memory. The subject, 
who is an intelligent and well educated man, has, in addition to a re- 
markable memory, principally visual in type, a power of seizing very 
rapidly various arithmetical relations between groups of figures pre- 
sented to him, and this combination of faculties enables him to excel 
all the achievements of Diamanti, Inaudi, and the other ' arithmetical 
prodigies ' that have been investigated from time to time. It is pro- 
posed to institute a German association for experimental psychology for 
the organization of annual congresses and of cooperative research." 

Following the resignation of Professor Dewey from the headship of 



